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AccordiM  to  Cathy,  over  80%  of  interna¬ 
tionals  nave  never  been  inside  an 
American  home. 

"We  just  want  to  be  the  sweet  aroma  of 
Christ  to  internationals,"  Cafliy  said. 

Internationals  who  become  believers 
usually  luive  their  initial  ehcotmter  widi 
Christianity  through  a  friendship  with  a 
Christian  who  has  taken  time  to  get  to 
know  them.  During  the  week,  the 
Friendship  House  conducts  special  classes 
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human  being  with  feeungs.  Sadly,  liz  Curtis  Higra,  g  \  \  f\ 
we  tend  to  forget  that.  author  of  the  best-s^-  M 

Where  would  we  be  without  ing  book  Bad  Girls  of  f  \ 
this  faithful  tribe  known  as  minis-  the  Bible,  had  special  f  ^ 

ters'  wives?  Who  else  would  work  words  of  encourage-  I  I 

the  nursery  when  the  regular  ment  for  women  in  I  ^^1 1 

workers  have  the  flu?  Who  else  general  and  ministers' 

would  anchor  the  women's  section  wives  in  particular  at  | 

of  the  choir?  Who  else  would  set  the  Ministers'  V\^ves  I  w 

up  the  Wednesday  evening  meal  CcmfereiKe  luncheon  If _ J 

and  clean  up  afterwards,  without  on  June  17, 2003,  dur-  I 

conmlaint  while  the  rest  of  us  act  ing  the  Southern  I  I  i 

as  if  we're  patrons  in  a  restaurant?  Baptist  Convention's  J 

Who  else  would  be  willing  to  take  annual  meeting  in  1^1 

on  all  these  responsibilities  while  their  Phoenix.  I  '  r 

husband  prays,  studies,  and  prepares  to  "Does  it  not  thrill  I  I 

address  the  congregation  each  week?  v  you  that  (women)  are  I  I 

Whether  in  a  oiurch  with  a  single  staffer  tkxl's  crown  of  ere-  |  11 

—  the  pastor  —  or  a  church  with  a  dozen  ation?"  she  asked.  * 

or  more  ministers,  these  behind-the-scenes  'We  sue  the  last  thing 
worker  bees  are  often  the  real  reason  that  He  made,  and  He 
chu^  events  go  so  smoothly.  said  we  are  very  good.  Women  were  not  an 

Miiiisters'  duties  often  mean  postpon-  afterdiought;  we  were  uniquely  created  and 
ing  or  even  canceling  the  relationship  uniquely  equipped.  I  love  to  encomage 
time  between  a  husband  and  wife  that  so  women  to  embrace  that  and  run  with  it. 
many  of  the  rest  of  us  take  for  granted.  "(Women)  do  carry  a  lot  of  burdens. 
Much-anticipated  (and  much-needed)  and  you  may  think  it  s  your  iob  as  a  min- 
vacations  are  disrupted  so  the  minister  ister  a  wife  to  carry  people's  burdens.  We 
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caterpillar's  cocoon.  Our  faith 
hai^  by  a  thread. 

(5od  Knows  what  each  trial 
will  do  in  our  lives,  what  beauti¬ 
ful  character  trait  each  trial  will 
form.  When  all  we  can  see  with 
our  eyes  is  ugly,  God  can  see  the 
finished  person.  He  can  see  fite 
beauty  of  His  handiwork.  As  we 
wait  on  Him,  swaying  in  the 

Battle  breeze  of  our  own  crises, 
e  is  constantly  working  on  the 
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President:  progress  noted  on  pro-life  issues 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 

America  has  made  ’’real  pnw;ress 
toward  building  a  culture  otlife” 
in  the  last  three  years,  and  his 
administration  wul  continue  to 
support  that  effort.  President 
Buw  told  thousands  of  pro-life 
marchers  gattwred  near  the 
White  House  Jan.  22. 

Speaking  by  phone  from 
New  Mexico,  Bush  urged  those 
participating  in  the  aimual 
March  for  Life  to  "continue 
with  civility  and  respect  to 
remind  our  fellow  citizens  foat 
all  life  is  sacred  and  worfoy  of 
protection.  1  know  as  you 
return  to  your  communities 
you  will  redouble  your  efforts 
to  change  hearts  and  minds, 
one  person  at  a  time.  And  this 
is  the  way  we  will  build  a  last¬ 
ing  culture  of  life,  a  compas¬ 
sionate  sode^  in  which  every 
child  is  bom  mto  a  loving  fom- 
ily  and  protected  by  law.'^ 

After  a  rally  on  the  Ellipse  vice  president  of  public  policy  when  many  pro-lifers  are 
between  the  Washington  and  research  for  the  Southern  pointing  to  encouraging  signs 
Monument  and  the  White  Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious  for  th^  movement.  Recent 
House,  tens  of  thousands  of  Liberty  Commission.  "Drapite  polls  have  shown  young  peo- 
pro-lifers  marched  eastward  on  desperate  attempts  at  indoctri-  pie  are  more  pro-life  than  older 
Constitution  Avenue  past  foe  nation  by  pro-anortion  forces,  Americans  and  women  are 
Capitol  to  the  Supreme  Court,  most  Americans  still  believe  becommg  increasingly  prolife. 
The  march  has  occurred  cm  Jan.  abortion  is  wrong.  They  The  abortion  rate  has  declined. 
22  every  year  since  foe  U.S.  showed  up  in  Washmgtcm  by  Bush  and  Congress  have  enact- 
Supreme  Court  struck  down  foe  thousands,  from  all  walks  ed  some  prolue  measures  dur- 
state  laws  against  aborticm  and  of  life  and  every  imaginable  ing  his  three  years  in  office, 
granted  women  an  expansive  ethnic  background,  to  aemon-  m  his  seven-minute  tele¬ 
right  to  abort  their  unborn  chil-  strate  their  common  conunit-  phone  address,  foe  president 
dren  cm  that  date  in  1973.  ment  to  life  for  foe  unborn.  pointed  to  some  of  his  admiius- 

Mississippiaift  also  marked  "Today's  march  showed,  traticm's  actions,  including  the 

foe  armiversary  by  holding  once  again,  that  the  conunit-  November  sigrung  into  law  of  a 
events  at  foe  State  Capital  in  ment  to  end  the  abortion  bam  cm  par&l-bmh  abortion, 
Jackson  and  at  other  venues  tragedy  in  this  nation  tran-  which  involves  the  killing  of  a 
around  the  state.  scends  practically  every  ccm-  nearly  totally  delivered  child 

Southern  Baptist  public-poli-  ceivable  ethnic,  religious  and  normuly  in  the  fifth  or  sixth 
cy  specialist  Bmrett  Duke  took  ideological  barrier,"  M  said.  mcmth  of  pregnancy, 
p^  in  the  Washington  march  Young  people  dominated  the  There  are  other  pro-life  mea- 

and  said  he  was  ^especially  crowd,  with  many,  if  not  most,  sures  that  need  to  be  enacted, 
impressed  by  foe  energy  of  thu  of  foe  marchers  of  high  school  itKluding  a  comprehensive  ban 
grrat  gathering  of  people."  age  or  younger.  Judging  by  the  on  human  cloning.  Bush  told 
"After  31  years,  Americans'  signs,  most  of  the  markers  foe  marchers, 
burden  to  save  the  unborn  from  were  Roman  Cafoplics.  "We  can  push  foe  limits  of 

the  gruesome  practice  of  abor-  The  marchers  came  to  medical  science  while  main- 
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Front  Page 


LIFE  SUPPORTERS  — Tens  of  thousands  of  pro-life  supporters,  participating  in  the  Jan.  22  March  for 
Life  in  Washington,  D.C.,  fill  Constitution  Avenue.  (BP  pnoto  by  Tom  Strode) 
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A  fresh  team  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  volunteers  arrives 
in  Los  Angeles  to  continue  massive  meal  preparations  that  are  helping  to 
feed  thoiMsnds  of  Californians  thrown  out  of  homes  and  jobs  by  the 
January  17  earthquake  and  numerous  aftershocks. 


A  new  $170,000  child  care  cottage  opens  four  miles  south  of  Water 
Valley.  It  is  an  Edition  to  four  satellite  homes  that  foe  Baptist  Children's 
Village  already  operates  across  foe  state,  plus  its  Jackson  campus. 


Members  of  First  Church,  Brookhaven,  approve  plans  for  a  $215,966 
building  and  remodeling  program.  These  buUmng  plans  will  increase  the 
present  ^ucatioiud  facilities  of  the  church  by  50%. 
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^iiEvekii'' ‘ate. 
B  announeed 

The  Church  P^ntinf 
Department  of  the  Missi^pp 
baptist  Convention  Board' 
(M6CB)  is  sponsoring  severa 
Discovery  Events  around  the 
state,  with  the  goal  of  estab¬ 
lishing  multihousing  min¬ 
istries  in  every  county  in 
Mississippi  by  the  ertd  of 
2005,  Im  by  the  laity.  Chris 
McNalry  -OT  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  in 
Atlanta  is  conference  leader. 

Br  in  central  Mississippi,* 
events  are  scheduled  for: 


•  Region  6  —  Arrawood* 
Church,  Meridian,  Fe()ruary  6, 
5:45-8:30  jp.m.;  sup^  pro¬ 
vided.  Call  Lauderdale. 
Association  at  (601 )  483-1 41 9 
by  Feb.  4  for  motvations. 


AMOciation, 
iF^Kuary  7,  IB 


5  D.m.-8 
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Homosexuals  pressing  for  marriage  rights 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
It  was  a  star-studded  wedding 
few  will  soon  forget.  A1  Gore 
was  there.  So  was  his  wife 
Tipper.  Producer  Steven 
Spielberg  made  an  aimearance, 
as  did  actor  Tom  Hanks  and 
actress  Jermifer  Aniston. 

The  bride  wore  white.  The 
other  bride  did,  too. 

Viewers  of  ABC's  In  Style 
Celebrity  Weddings  on  Jan.  19 
witnessed  a  slew  of  traditional 
weddings  —  as  well  as  one  not 
so  traditional. 

The  final  "wedding"  of  the 
night  was  one  between  two 
women,  singer  Melissa 
Etheridge  and  actress  Tammy 
l^nn  Michaels.  They  kissea. 
Tnev  cut  the  cake.  Everyone 


yrnn 

Tney 


ing  benefits  to  their  married 
employees  would  be  required  to 
extend  those  benefits  to  same-sex 
couples  —  perhaps  even  if  they 
have  a  religious  oojection. 

Bridal  magazines,  Oprah-type 
television  programs,  and  news¬ 
paper  advice  columns  would 
cater  to  same-sex  couples.  Same- 
sex  marriage,  Sprigg  said,  would 
impact  every  aspect  of  society. 

’^I  think  a  lot  of  people  have 
not  thought  through  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  mis  all  the  way,"  he  said. 

Randy  Thomasson,  founder 
and  executive  director  of  the 
Campaign  for  California 
Families,  has  been  battling 
homosexual  activists  on  the  West 
Coast  for  years,  trying  to  curtail 


y  cut  ti 
lauded. 


ce.  ^yeryonej\  continuing  scries  of  articles  from  Ba^st  Press  ‘^®peopKhakrthd?  he^ds  at 

-sex  marriage  California,"  he  said.  "1  as  a 


Ot  course,  same-sex  marriage 
isn't  legal  in  California,  where  the  event 
took  place,  or  in  any  of  the  other  49  states. 
Details,  diough,  dicm't  matter. 

"1  think  it  shows  how  far  we've  come 
when  we  can  put  a  wedding  like  theirs 
on  a  prime-time  show,"  In  Style's 
Cortney  Lumpkin  told  KSAT-TV  in  Los 
Angeles.  "It  shows  how  much  more  open 
we  are  as  individuals." 

It's  not  the  first  time  prime  time  televi¬ 
sion  has  sided  with  homosexual  activists. 

CBS's  Amazing  Race  reality  program 
featured  two  men  who  were  touted  as  mar¬ 
ried.  They  weren't,  but  viewers  weren't 
told.  (Incidentally,  they  broke  ^up  shortly 
after  winning  the  contest.) 

Conservatives  say  sucn  programs  con¬ 
tribute  to  what  they  call  the  normalization 
of  homosexuality.  As  the  theory  goes,  an 
objectionable  behavior  tends  to  lose  its 
ofrensiveness  through  constant  exposure. 
Over  time,  people  b«M)me  numb. 

Conservatives  wonder:  If  same-sex 
"marriage”  is  legalized,  how  much  worse 
can  it  get? 

In  1982  Gallup  found  that  only  34%  of 
people  said  that  nomosexuality  should  be 
considered  "an  acceptable  alternative 
lifestyle."  Last  July,  it  had  jumped  to  46%. 


Peter  Sprigg,  director  of  the  Family 
Research  Council's  Center  for  Marriage 
and  Family  Studies,  said  legalization  of 
same-sex  marriage  would  be  homosexual 
activists'  biggest  victory  yet. 

"[MJost  of  the  homosexual  agenda  to 
this  point  has  been  about  gaining  special 
protections,  but  marriage  is  reaffy  about 
gaining  official  affirmation  and  celebration 
and  st^idization  of  their  relationships,” 
he  told  Baptist  Press. 

Sprigg  believes  Americans  who  have  an 
"it's  not  going  to  bother  me"  attitude  are  in 
for  a  ructe  awakening.  Those  with  no  opin¬ 
ion  on  same-sex  marriage  —  a  Gallup  poll 
showed  that  23%  of  Americans  were  m  that 
catMory  —  also  might  be  surprised. 

Tne  legalization  of  same-sex  marriage 
would  affect  everything  from  what  is 
taught  in  public  schools  to  what  is  required 
from  businesses  both  big  and  small. 

Small-towri  newspapers  could  be  sued 


^Californian  shake  my  head  at  people  in 
other  states  who  think  that  it  can't  hap¬ 
pen  where  they  live." 

Several  years  ago  a  film  company 
released  It's  Elementary  a  high-quality 
video  documentary  friendly  to  the  same- 
sex  cause.  It  showed  how  the  homosexual 
agenda  can  be  introduced  into  public 
spools.  In  one  scene  a  girl  stands  up  oefore 
her  third-grade  class  and  reads  an  essay, 
saying;  "Although  having  two  mothers  is  a 
problem  to  others,  I  respect  that  that's  the 
way  they  think  and  I  can't  do  anything 
about  it.  1  still  think  that  those  people  thinx 
stupidly."  She  concludes;  "I  amproud  of  my 
moms  and  enjoy  marching  in  the  gay  pride 
march  every  single  year  witli  my  moms." 
The  teacher  and  students  applaud. 

Christians  and  traditionalists  fear  that 
similar  scenes  will  become  the  norm  across 
America  if  same-sex  marriage  is  legalized. 

"If  the  full  rights  of  civil  marriage  are 


if  they  refuse  to  run  a  same-sex  wedding  given  to  homosexual  couples,  then  they 

'  .  _ _ _ y_?ii  t _ 1 _ 4- _ ». _ I  4.L.* _ _ 


announcement.  Small-town  public  schoob 
could  be  pressured  to  hold  diversity  day 
education  programs. 

Schoolcnilcuen  nationally  would  be  told 
that  traditional  households  are  no  different 
from  same-sex  households.  Businesses  giv- 


will  have  to  be  treated  the  same  way  in 
every  aspect  of  society  that  deals  with 
marriage,"  Sprigg  said.  "That  means  that 
school  curriculum  that  deals  with  mar¬ 
riage  and  family^life  will  have  to  include 
same-sex  marriage." 


Songwriter  Greg  Nelson  to  compose  for  LifeWay 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
Multiple  Grammy  and  Dove 
award  winner  Greg  Nelson  has 
joined  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  as  one  of  ib  exclu¬ 
sive  songwriters  and  will  serve 
a  dual  position  in  song  and 
writer  development. 

Nelson,  Imown  for  such 
Christian  classics  as  People 
Need  the  Lord,  said  he  was 
attracted  to  LifeV^  for  a  pri- 
nuiry  reason:  "Tne  current 
music  industry  bn't  geared  to 
die  church  as  it  once  was,"  he 
said.  "My  backgroimd  b  writ¬ 
ing  music  for  me  church  and 
the  church  choir.  LifeWay's 
vision  b  in  keeping  with  my 
roots  and  my  passion." 

Hb  passion,  he  said,  b  writ¬ 
ing  music  specifically  for 
church  worsnip  services, 
church  soloists  and  choral 
music  all  within  the  church 
music  genre  a  field  he  hopes  to 
continue  influencing. 

"Greg's  focus  b  me  churdv" 
said  Jim  Gibson,  director  of 
music,  publishing  and  recording 
at  Ufemy.  "Hb  larger  pbtform 
b  worah^)  in  the  cnurai  i^iidi 

I 

Tha  BArmr  RaocMD - 
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aligns  really  well  widi  our  own 
vbion  statement  and  what  we're 
all  about  Greg  wanted  to  come 
here  because  of  what  we're 
doing  for  the  church  and 
because  he  sees  LifeWay  as  a  sig¬ 
nificant  player  in  die  churw 
music  minbcry  of  tomorrow." 

What  b  die  church  music 
ministry  of  tomorrow?  For 
Nelson,  it's  a  transition 
between  praise  and  worship 
music  anddioral  music  toward 
a  blending  of  two  styles  diat 
continue  to  Hght  for  their  pbce 
within  today's  worriiip  service. 

I'm  looking  at  the  possibili¬ 
ty  that  in  die  near  future  there 
will  be  a  coming  together  [of 
die  two  styles],'^  Nebon  said. 
"We  won't  oe  counting  off  how 
many  hymns  were  sung  or  how 
many  tunes  a  worship  chorus 
was  repeated.  People  will  be 
coming  togedier  to  worship  in 
a  more  reliMed  way." 

Nelson  b  considered  one  of 
the  creators  of  what  b  now 
referred  to  as  inspirational 
Gospel  music.  Among  the 
major  artists  in  contemporary 
Christian  music  he  has 


worked  with  are  Sandi  Patty, 
Steven  Curtis  Chapman,  Steve 
Green,  Lamelle  Harris,  Twila 
Paris,  and  Point  of  Grace. 

Hb  25-year  career  in  song¬ 
writing,  publbhing  and  pro¬ 
ducing  nas  yielded  seven 
Grammy  a  ward- winning 


albums,  13  Grammy  nomina¬ 
tions  and  26  Dove  awards  with 
more  than  61  nominations.  He 
was  the  third  recipient  of  the 
Gospel  Music  Association 
Impact  Award  for  his  influence 
in  the  area  of  contemporary 
Christian  music. 


SIGNING  ON  —  Greg  Nelson  (left),  one  of  Christian  music's  lead¬ 
ing  songwriters,  inks  an  agreement  with  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
to  produce  music  for  church  settings  as  Jim  Gibson,  LHeWa/s  direc¬ 
tor  of  music,  publishing,  and  recording,  looks  on,  (BP  photo) 


ling,  looks  on,  (BP  photo) 
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Changing  Standards 

Will  it  ever  stop?  Every  time  I 
turn  around,  eveiy  time  I  pick  up 
ttie  paper,  and  every  time  I  watcii 
the  news  it  seems  to  me  diat 
somebody  is  chan^g  die  stan¬ 
dards  of  life.  Just  a  few  years  ago, 
there  was  a  table  of  standam 
weights  diat  would  show  if  you 
were  obese.  Now,  what  did  mey 
go  and  do?  They  chanced  the 
weight  standard!  One  <£iy  you 
are  an  ideal  weight  and  die  next 
day,  you  are  overweight. 

Just  a  few  years  ago  the  state 
changed  the  speed  limits  on 
our  highways.  One  day  you 
can  be  driving  within  the  lim¬ 
its,  and  the  next  day  you  are  a 
violator.  Just  recently,  whoever 
the  people  are  that  say  what 
your  blood  pressure  ought  to 
oe  decided  to  lower  the  normal 
limits.  All  of  my  life  I  have 
lived  with  good  blood  pressure 
on  the  lower  side  of  tne  scale, 
and  then  one  morning  I  woke 
up  and  found  out  that  I  was 
border-line  —  not  so  good  any¬ 
more!  My  blood  pressure  had 
not  changed,  but  the  standard 
had  changed!  When  I  read  the 
changes  they  had  made,  my 
blood  pressure  probably  went 
up  a  notch  or  two.  What  I  want 
to  know  is  who  gives  someone 
the  right  to  just  jerk  things 
around  and  decide  what  per¬ 
fect  or  ideal  is? 

Now,  please  understand  that 
I  am  aware  that  new  advance¬ 
ments  in  technology  and  better 
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for  life  everlastini 
is,  and  always 
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Jim  hutral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


understanding  of  the  impact  of 
weight,  nutrition,  and  clood- 
pressure  are  better  understood 
than  they  were  some  years  ago. 
It's  just  difficult  to  bve  within 
standards  of  good  and  bad 
when  you  don't  know  what 
they  are.  That  is  one  of  the 
wonderful  things  about  know¬ 
ing  our  God  and  following  His 
giudelines  for  living.  He  does 
not  change  and  the  moral 
absolutes  and  the  principles  of 
rightness  rooted  in  His  charac¬ 
ter  are  unwavering! 

The  Ten  Commandments 
have  not  changed.  Certainly 
there  are  diose  in  our  society  diat 
would  like  to  reshape  each  one  of 
them  and  put  diem  into  an  arena 
that  says,  "Circumstances  and 
contexts  decide  whether  a  ttiing 
is  ri^t  or  wrong."  But,  in  fact,  it 
does  not  matter  where  you  put 
one  of  die  commandments  —  if 
broken,  the  results  bring  hurtful 
and  deadly  consequences.  God 
did  and  does  know  wdiat  He  is 
talking  about  and  He  clearly 
wants  the  best  for  us  and  desires 
that  we  avoid  the  pitfalls  of  pain 


that  breaking  His  law  will  bring. 

Doing  wrong  and  violating 
the  standards  of  God  will 
always  result  in  the  wrong¬ 
doer  Deing  the  one  who  is  ulb- 
mately  most  hurt.  The  momen¬ 
tary  kind  of  evaluation  that 
may  make  it  appear  as  though 
the  expediency  of  the  moment 
will  cfo  you  good  is  only  a 
facade.  You  lie  in  order  to  pro¬ 
tect  yourself  only  to  discover 
that  m  days,  weeks,  or  months, 
there  is  a  barrage  from  every 
comer,  and  it  seems  to  be  eat¬ 
ing  away  at  your  soul.  You 
have  an  affair  to  satisfy  some 
need  for  personal  gratirication 
and  you  rationalize  and  adjust 
it  in  the  context  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  life  only  to  discover 
that  in  time  the  pleasurable 
moment  walks  the  corridors  of 
your  mind,  haunting  you  at  the 
most  inopportune  moments. 

God  cares  about  us  and  that 
is  why  He  has  given  us  His 
high,  unalterable  standards. 
Please  understand  the  ultimate 
standard  is  that  God  has  never 
changed  His  eternal  standard 


There  was, 
be  just  one 
way  to  Heavm  and  duit  is  Jesus 
Christ,  who  gave  His  life  on  die 
cross  and  rose  from  die  dead  to 
forgive  our  sins.  He  is  God's 
onfy  provision  for  salvation.  It 
has  never  changed. 

Just  think  about  these  verses 
—  not  as  a  proof  text  of  my 
point,  but  as  the  clear  teaching 
of  Scripture: 

•  John  14:6  —  "I  am  the  way 
and  the  truth  and  the  life.  No 
one  comes  to  the  Father  except 
through  me." 

•  Acts  4:12  —  "Salvation  is 
found  in  no  one  else,  for  there 
is  no  other  name  under  heaven 
given  to  men  by  which  we 
must  be  saved." 

•  I  Timothy  2:5  —  "For  there 
is  one  God  and  one  mediator 
between  God  and  men,  the 
man  Christ  Jesus..." 


These  and  multiple 


iple  other 
Scriptures  teach  that  Jesus  is 
the  the  way  to  be  sav^.  It  is 
not  Jesus,  plus  church  member¬ 
ship.  It  is  not  Jesus  plus  bap¬ 
tism.  It  is  not  Jesus  plus  good 
works.  It  is  not  Jesus  plus  any¬ 
thing!  It  is  Jesus  alone  who 
gives  us  life  everlasting. 
Whatever  you  may  dn>md  on 
other  than  Jesus  will  fail;  but, 
when  you  depend  on  Him,  rest 
assured  that  life  and  peace  can 
be  yours  forever. 


Annie  offering  sets  new  record,  falls  short  of  goal 


BIRMINGHAM,  AL.  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  set  anodier  record  in ^ving  to  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offerii^  for 
North  American  Missions  in  2003.  Robert 
E.  (Bob)  Reccord,  president  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB), 
announced  Jan.  10  during  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU) 
executive  board  that 
Southern  Baptists  gave 
$49,650,279  iMt  year. 

Mississippi  Baptists 
gave  $2,9^,514  to  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Offer¬ 
ing  in  calendar  year  2003. 

^'The  2003  Annie 
Offering  was  one  percent 
over  the  previous  year. 

Considering  tiie  econom¬ 
ic  downturn  we've  expe¬ 
rienced,  that's  quite 
remarkable,"  Reccord 
said.  "The  influence  of 
WMU  across  North 
America  is  what^helps 
Soutiiem  Baptists  focus 
on  the  mission,  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  the  offering 
tiiat  supports  tiiem.  On 
tiieir  benalf,  thank  you." 

The  year-end  total 
was  nearly  seven  percent 
short  of  the  $53  million  national  goal,  how¬ 
ever,  and  continues  a  trend  of  stagnant  and 
—  in  some  cases,  declining  —  mission 
offerings  among  Soutiiem  Baptists. 

"We  are  so  tmmkful  for  tiie  faitiifulness 
of  Soutiiem  Baptists  to  give  at  an  increased 
level  last  year,  Reccord  said,  "but  we  sim¬ 
ply  are  unable  to  keep  up  witii  skyrocket¬ 
ing  costs  such  as  health  insurance  which  is 
geting  up  14%  per  year.  Altiiough  mission 
otieimgs  have  generally  increased  annual¬ 


ly,  when  adjusted  for  inflation  they  have 
been  flat  for  20  years." 

Inflation  for  2003  was  nearly  two  per¬ 
cent  —  twice  the  rate  of  the  AAEO 
increase.  Over  the  past  three  years  the 
oflering  increased  only  2.5%  while  the 
inflation  rate  was  about  six  percent. 
Reccord  said  NAMB  is  unable  to  rill  him- 


RMSTRONG 


EASTER  Offering* 


FOR  NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 


itions  as  a  result, 
our  state  con- 


"\^th  an  estimated  228  million  lost  peo¬ 
ple  in  tiw  United  States  and  Gmada  — 
seven  out  of  10  people  —  tiiere  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  spiritual  hunger  around  us.'Our  charge 
is  to  help  Soumem  Baptists  share  the 
Gospel  with  every  person  in  North 
America,"  Reccord  said. 

WMU  initiated  the  national  mission 
offering  in  1895  to  support 
SBC  missionaries  in  the 
United  States.  In  1903  tiie 
iTiffering  was  named  in 
honor  of  WMU's  founder, 
Annie  Armstrong,  a  tire¬ 
less  missions  cnampion. 
Nearly  $1  billion  has  oeen 
given  since  tiiat  time. 

The  2004  Offering  will 
be  promoted  in  most 
Soumem  Baptist  church¬ 
es  this  spring  between 
the  March  7-fil  Week  of 
Prayer  for  North 
American  Missions  and 
Easter  on  April  11. 

The  2004  goal  U  $54 
million,  although  the 
offering  has  met  the 
nationiu  goal  only  twice  in 
tiie  past  2o  years. 

Tm  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  supplies 
of  NAMB's  budgm,  and 


i%  ot  NAMB's  tnidgrt,  and 
}flering  supports  5,i76  mis- 
tiieif  mii^tries.  Thirty-six 
nnes  nom 


dreds  of  missionary  positioi 
"Right  now,  NAMB  and 
vention  partnm  have  181  vacant  mission¬ 
ary  positions  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  We 
are  dso  unable  to  fund  nearly  100  semester 
missionaries  and  more  than  1(X)  summer 
missionary  positions  because  of  the  lack  of 
gifts,”  he  said.  "We  have  nearly  stopped  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  and  tiie  Week  of 
enlistii^  missionaries,  because  we  have  48  Prayer,  go  to  www.AimleArmstroiigxom., 
missionaries  approved  and  ready  to  serve  and  for  information  about  NAMB  go  to 
but  no  funds  to  send  them.”  wwwYiamb.net 


more  than  44% 

100%  of  tiie  ol 
sionaries  and 

percent  of  NAMB's  income  comes 
churches'  gifts  through  tiie  SBC 
Cooperative  nxigram. 

For  more  information  about  the  Annie 
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Crossview  Church,  their  facility.  Pictured  are  Sam  Misionera  Nuevo  Pacto  students.  This  is  only  one 

Brandon,  burned  the  note  that  Creel,  pastor  emeritus,  Joyce  Congregations,  both  of  Laurel,  event  for  the  internationals  in 

frees  diem  from  all  debt  after  White,  Don  V^Uiams,  pastor,  had  a  pint  worship  service  Starkville. 

only  ten  years  from  building  and  Jimmie  Lane.  where  the  two  congregations 

entered  into  a  sponsorship  Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
Calvary's  Kids  of  Calvary  agreement.  Bethlehem  Churcn  presented  their  pastor  and 

Church,  .Pascagoula,  spon-  agreed  to  sponsor  Nuevo  Pacto  staff  with  Christmas  bonuses 

sored  a  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  ‘  for  tiiree  years.  Ed  Dueschle  and  on  December  14.  Mark 

Mail  Box  raising  $312.25.  David  Alexander,  both  of  McArthur,  pastor,  and  his 

Pictured  is  KaAy  Duren.  MBCB,  and  Alan  Nix,  Jones  wife  Gail  (pictured)  were  also 

Coimty  Baptist  Association,  presented  with  a  quilt  made 

Calvary  Church,  Pascaeoul^  participated  in  the  service,  oy  Stitches  of  Love, 

exceeded  their  $2,000  uittie  Gustavo  Salazar  is  pastor  of 

Mocm  goal.  A  tot^  of  $2,57025  Nuevo  Pacto  and  Cary  Kimbrell  The  Mission  Friends  at 
was  received.  Pictured  (from  left)  is  pastor  of  Bethlehem.  Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 

eire  JcJiniw  Beaver,  pastor.  Merle  had  a  Lottie  Bank  Parade  to 

Ivy,  cind  Jwm  Levds  standing  in  The  WOM  of  First  Church,  raise  money  for  Lottie  Moon 
frcHit  of  100  pairs  of  empty  shoes  Starkville,  armually  partici-  Christmas  Ofteririg.  Members 

ttiat  were  filkd  at  $20  a  pair.  pate  in  a  traditional  American  of  Macedonia  filled  Lottie 

Thanksgiving  dinner.  This  Banks  with  loose  change  dur- 

On  January  4  the  Bethlehem  event  was  originally  for  the  ing  December.  Almost  $400 

,  Congregation  and  Iglesia  wives  of  international  MSU  was  collected. 


Crossview  Church  Note  Burning,  Brandon 


Just  for  tiif  RncoKn 


WOM  Dinner  Participants  of  First  Church,  Starkville 


Beaver;  pastor;  Ivy,  and  Lewis 


Nix,  Kimbrell,  Alexander,  Salazar,  and  Dueschle 


Mission  Friends  of  Macedorda  Church,  Petal 
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The  Acteens  of  Evergreen 
Church,  Louisville,  hostra  the 
WMU  luncheon  E)ecember  6. 
The  Acteens  shared  d\e  NAC 
video  and  informed  the  WMU 
ladies  of  upcoming  mission 
projects  for  the  youth  and 
Acteens  this  year.  Rock  On. 

The  Acteens  of  Mt.  Horeb 
Church,  Meridian,  spent  a 


weekend  discovering  God's 
standard  for  purity  in  their 
lives.  Many  decisions  for  Christ 
were  made. 

The  Children  in  Action 
from  Monument  Drive 
Church,  IVipelo,  raised  $147 
from  the  craft  fair  in  December 
for  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering.  Pictured  (from  left. 
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Monument  Drive  Churdi,  llipelo 


Acteens  -  WMU  Luncheon,  Evergreen  Chuith,  Lousiville 


front)  are  Blake  Owen,  Reid 
Tackett,  Caleb  Russell,  Kelly 
Russell,  (back)  Stefan  Russell, 
Tarmer  Kidd,  Whitney  Haley, 
Ashley  Pulse,  and  Jacob  Owen. 

Members  of  Clarke- Venable 
Church,  Decatur,  honored  the 
Stan  Buckley  family  (pic¬ 
tured)  with  a  reception  in  tneir 
honor  on  January  18  in  the 
church  fellowship  hall. ' 
Buckl^  has  been  called  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

The  youth  of  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  Carth^,  recendy  visit¬ 
ed  die  ^ptist  Cnildren's  village. 
They  toured  the  campus  and 
dropped  off  presents  the  church 
had  taken  up.  Pictured  (ftom  left, 
front)  are  Savanna  Alford, 


Graham  Scott,  «  , ,  . ,i 

Emily  Thomas,  -  Stan  Buckley  and  Family 

(back)  Celeste  Cade  holding 
Adam  Thomas,  Terri  Alforo, 

Penny  Scott,  and  Dale  Scott 

The  Children  In  Action,  OA 
Agents,  of  Evansville  Church, 

Coldwatei;  created  Doors  of  die 
World  to  raise  mon^  for  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
C^foing.  Each  Sunday  School 
door  was  displayed  wim  a  coun¬ 
try  missionaries  are  serving  in. 

Pictured  (from  left,  front)  are 
Gaelan  Headi  Bardo,  Morgan 
Riley,  Tee  Dandridge,  Savannah 
Riley,  (middle)  Cody  Worley, 

Jenny  E^ton,  Alan  Laniz,  (back) 

CaitUn  Dandridge, 

Jeannie  Thompson,  and 
Holly  Houston. 


Acteens  of  ML  Horeb  Church,  Meridian 


For  The  “Right  Deal’’  On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


RiteWay  Bus  Sales 


Youth  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Carthage 


Children  of  Evansville  Churdi,  Ondwaler 


li.illill: 


Is  God*s  Will  Reflected  in  Your  Last 
Will  and  Testament? 

Noddng  btlngi  more  comfort,  peace  and  joy  to  a  Chrtadan  than  lo  know 
dial  we  have  honored  God  by  provkhng  for  our  kncd  ones  while 
advancing  die  cause  of  Christ  widi  our  material  resources.  However  while 
ingay  (Siristlsu  poKtice  week-by-week  or  oMadily  stewirddiip,  as  many 
as  8  out  of  10  Chrisilsns  do  not  have  a  valid  Last  mu  and  Testament 

Since  1943,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundattoo  has  SHlsted  individuab 
in  the  highly  specialized  area  of  charitable  estate  planning.  Your 
stewardshfo  commitment  perhaps  your  greatest  gift,  deserves  no  kss. 
If  yon  want  to  realize  your  charitable  estate  pfauming  goals  by 
drafting  a  ChrlstlM  Last  llU  and  Testament  conttet  the  Foundation. 
CalHBat(8tl)a2-S2ia 
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KciinnilKT  i''  M.iKi  W  ill  Munlh 


Rl- VI-RSI-  MOR'IXi  \(il 


Is  a  Reverse  Mortgage  right  for  youf  Do  you  need  additional  income? 

Receive  monthly  income.  Cash  Up-Front,  or  combination  of  both. 
No  requirements  to  repay  as  long  as  you  live  in  your  home. 

You  must  be  62  or  older  •  No  Exceptions. 

If  you  own  your  own  home  free  and  clear  or  have  only  ii  small  g 
balance,  you  may  qualify  for  additional  income. 

» ■ 

Call  for  a  free  brochure. 

¥ 

'  We  will  include  an  estimate  of  what  you 
‘  could  expect  based  upon  your  age  and  the 
value  of  your  home.  Call  Toll-Free. 

1(877)795-0740 


FHA  &  HUD  Approved  Direct  Lender 

Eagle  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Serving  Mississippi  &  Louisiana 


bn  WmiftSM, 
TP,  Pretldenl 
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Kevin  Coughrw  recognized 
recently  for  having  16  years 
perfect  attendance  in  Sunday 
School  at  Utica  Church,  Utica. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Mark 
Ezelle  and  Coughran.  Ben 
James  is  pastor. 


Eighth  Avenue  Church, 
Meridian,  recently  ordained 
Allen  Rickies  and  Bob  Smith 
as  deacons.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Donald  Gentnr,  pastor,  Kim 
Smith,  Smith,  focwes,  JuUe 
Rickies,  and  Reba  Gentry. 

Pleasant  Ridge  Church, 
Dumas,  recognized 
Acy  Davis  for  ^  years 
of  deacon  service.  He 
was  honored  witfi  a 
roast  by  his  fellow 
deacons  and  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  faitnful 
servant  ring.  Davis  is 
pictured  witii  his  wife 
Katie  Sue.  Don  WUsot 
is  pastor. 


Mark  Ezelle  and  Kevin  Coughran 


First  Church, 
Columbia,  will  hold 
a  women's  confer¬ 


ence,  Hearts  of  Hope,  featur¬ 
ing  Renee  Coates  ^heidt,  on 
Feoruary  6  -7.  Times  a  6-7:30 
p.m.  on  Friday  and  9  a.m.-2:30 

?.m.  on  Saturday.  The  cost  is 
20  in  advance  zmd  $25  at  the 
door.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  736-2608. 

The  southern  gospel  group. 
The  Mystery  Men  Quartet,  wul 
be  in  concert  at  Immanuel 
Church,  Greenwood,  on 
February  21  at  7  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  collected. 

The  Men's  Ministry  of 
First  Church,  Madison,  will 
hold  the  Annual  Wild  Game 
Dinner  February  19  at  6:30 
p.m.  Prices  are  $10  for  adults 
and  $5  for  children.  Jimmy 
Houston  will  be  speaking. 
Tickets  are  available  by  call¬ 
ing  (601)  856-6177  ext.  200  or 
from  men  in  the  church. 

Ebenezer  Church,  Bassheld, 
will  hold  bible  study.  Second 
Coming,  February  1  at  6  p  jn.  and 
FAruaty  2-4  at  7  p.m.  BiU  Nobles 
will  be  lading  tne  study. 
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Services  for  J.  Hardee 
Kenne^  were  held  December 
31  at  Fleasant  Grove  Church, 
Vossburg,  with  burial  in  the 
church  cemetery. 

Kennedy,  88,  of  Quitman, 
died  December  28  at  Heartfelt 
Hospice.  He  was  an  educator 
for  40  years,  serving  most  of 
the  time  as  professor  of  Old 
Testament  and  Hebrew  at 
NOBTS  and  later  as  academic 
Vice  President  of  the 
Seminary.  Ordained  to  the 
ministry  by  the  Harmony 
Church,  Clarke  County,  he 
has  continued  active  work  in 
the  churches  for  66  years. 

He  served  on  committees  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  Baptist  state 
conventions  of  Mississippi  and 


Louisiana.  His  published  writ¬ 
ings  include  six  books  and 
numerous  journal  articles,  all  in 
the  area  of  Biblical  studies.  In 
recent  years,  he  has  been  hon¬ 
ored  with  special  ceremonies 
and  awards  by  Mississippi 
College  and  NOBTs.  Pleasant 
Grove  Church  named  him  pas¬ 
tor  Emeritus  in  1996. 

Survivors  include  a  daughter, 
Jeannine  Keimedy  Thames;  a 
graiylson,  Christopher  Thames; 
a  sister-in-law,  Helen  Lively 
Stone;  and  a  brod^in-law, 
Charl»  S.  Lively.  V 

The  family  suggests  that 
memorials  be  maae  to  the 
Cemetety  Fund  of  The  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  c/o  Marshall 
West,  12044  C.  R.  280, 
Vos^urg,  MS  39366. 
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Katie  Sue  and  Acy  Davis 


Gentry,  pastor;  The  Smiths,  The  Rickies,  and  Reba  Gentry 


Taronta  Aiiloime  Fredrick 
Cole  died  December  25. 
Services  were  held  at  New  Life 
Church,  Gulfport,  December  30 
at  1  p.m.  with  Rossie  L.  Francis 
and  Keith  Thrash  officiating. 

Cole  was  pastor  of  New  life 
Church.  He  served  as  chaplain 
to  several  businesses  and 
Christ-centered  organizations 
along  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Survivors  include  four  chil- 
drov  Ricardo  Lopez,  Tamekia 
9vmta,  Gabrielle  Xanita  Carla, 
and  Tarcmta  Jr.;  one  sister,  Tamera 
Michelle  Cole;  two  nephews, 
Tagameon  and  Caleb;  four 
grandchildren,  Ashtin,  Ariel, 
Asia,  and  Denontras;  two  aunts, 
Ckue  Lee  Powell,  Myrtie  Taydor; 
one  great  aunt.  Ora  Lee  Austin; 
and  ei^t  cousins. 


Finally  Affordable  Medicare  Supplement  &  Health  Insurance... 

Cali  Toll  Free  Today  for  a  Free  Quote  by  Phone! 

•  Medicare  Supplement  Ages  65  &  Over 

New  Plans  Available  Including  Prescription 
Card...  New  Plan  saving  many  Mississippi 
Seniors  Hundreds  per  yearl 

•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  Age  65...  New  Low  Rates... 

Prescription  Card 

•  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Rnally  Affordable  Health  Insurance  designed  for  people  ages  0  -  62... 

Call  today  for  free  informationi 

Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  Including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  oonnected  with  any  Federal  program. 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  Is  a  name  that  you  can  trust  Our  ads  have  been  In  the  Baptist  Record  for  over  30  yearsi 


.  Hosted  and  Sponsored  by 
Kirby, Woods  Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  TN 
Contact  ui  at  www.kwbcx>rg  or  call  901.682.2220 
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Admission  is  free,  ing  ceremony  on  February  1 
Nursery  and  children's  min-  at  10  a.m.  Dinner  on  the 
istry  will  be  provided.  For  groimds  will  follow, 
more  information,  call  (601)  r' 

833-8018  or  (601)  643-5722.  New  Hope  Church,  Mt. 

Olive,  will  present  Lonnie 
Vernon  Church,  Moody,  a  Christian  comedian, 
will  present  the  on  February  15  at  6  p.m. 
Dumpfin  Valley  Trio  January 

>.m.  Clint  Penlebar  is  Parkway  Church,  Houston, 
or  more  information  had  a  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
or  tickets,  call  (601)  542-3^5  Offering  goal  of  $3,000  and  gave 
and  leave  a  message.  $3,624.  Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor. 

New  Hope  Church,  Mt.  Society  Hill  Church, 
Olive,  will  hold  super  atten-  Oakvale,  recently  ordained 
dance  Sunday  School  and  Mackey  Pierce  as  a  deacon, 
worship  and  a  groundbreak-  Tommy  Broom  is  pastor. 


1  beginnmg  at  10  a.m.  7  p.m. 
Lunch  will  oe  served  at  T’ 
noon.  Hymn  singine 
begins  at  1  p.m.  followed 
by  Fishers  of  Men  until 
2:30  p.m.  John  l^mdell 
Lancaster  is  pastor.  Mt. 

Liber 

Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  will  host  Life  31  at' 6 
Acticm,  a  ministry  dedicated  pastor, 
to  living  and  prac-  i 

tical,  d^y  applicaticm  of  the  and  lea 
Word  of  God,  Frfjiuary  8-18 


Forrest  General  Hospital 
(FGH)  and  the  William 
Carey  College  (WCQ  School 
of  Nursing  ^ve  announced 
a  new  prc^ram  totaling 
$122,500  to  omr  scholarships 
to  eligible  students  who  wish 
to  one  day  serve  as  nurses  in 
the  Pine  Belt.  Those  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  Forrest  General 
&holars  Program  can  contact 
the  school  of  nursing  at  (601) 
318-6147.  Application  prefer¬ 
ence  during  the  selection 
process  may  be  given  to  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  16  county  area 
served  by  FGH. 

Hardy  Church,  Grenada, 
has  presented  Zachary 
Jenkins,  Enid,  with  a  schol¬ 
arship  to  pursue  an  educa¬ 
tion  toward  Christian  ser; 
vice  at  Blue  Mountaiii 
College.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Hardy  Baptist 
Church,  c/o  Mrs.  Guy  E. 
Smart,  3751  Riverdale  Rd., 
Grenada,  MS  38901. 


Chapman,  pastor;  and  Flurry 


On  December  14  Jamie  Ruth  Church,  Ruth,  ordained 
Chapman,  pastor,  recognized  three  men  as  deacons  September 
Gladys  Johnson  Fluny  for  62  19.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 

years  of  membership  and  dedica-  Bobby  White,  John  Lambert, 
tion  to  Red  Creek  Union  Church,  and  Larry  Williams. 

Jackson  County.  She  was  present¬ 
ed  with  a  plaque  and  flowers.  A  Mt.  Zion  Church, 
luncheon  followed.  Brookhaven,  will  present 

Heaven's  Gates  and  Hell's 
Montevista  Church,  Flames  at  the  Rea  Auditorium, 

Eupora,  will  hold  a  dedication  Copiah-Lincoln  Community 
ceremony  for  their  newly  College,  February  8  at  6:30 
remodeled  sanctuary  February  p.m.  and  February  9  and  10  at 


Bobby  White,  John  Lambert  and  Larry  l>fflliams 


Janice  Church,  Pastor  of  Good  Shepard  Laurel,  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Church,  Thomastown,  effec-  Waynesboro 
tive  January  11.  prior  to  ttiis. 

Vess  is  a  grad- 

John  Vess  has  been  appointed  uate  of  Sa- 
as  Volunteer  Coordinator  for  mfbrd  Uni- 
South  Mississippi  HomeCare  versiw,  LSU, 
and  Hospice  Program.  He  and  NOBTS. 
served  as  a  PRN  Chaplain  for  He  is  a  mem- 
Natchez,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  ber  of  tive 
as  Meridian,  Brookhaven,  Magee, 


Claudia  Hawkins  has 
accepted  the  position  as 
pianist  and  Ellen 
Carter  has  accepted, 
the  position  as  organ¬ 
ist  at  Calvary  Church, 
Pascagoula. 

Zeno  Randall  Wells, 
a  full-time  realtor,  has 
been  called  aspart-time 
Mmister  of  Music  at 
First  Church,  Moss 
Point,  effective  January 
7.  Wells  is  a  ^aduate  of  the 
University  of  Mobile 
and  NOBlS  with  post- 
graduate  classes  at 


.land  NOBTS. 
enrolled 
program 


Irtimen 
in  the  doctoi 
at  NOBTS. 


Professional  Chap¬ 
lains  arvl  Hrst  Church 
Brandon.  For  more 
information  on  die 
Hospice 
Program  or  the 
Hospice  Volunteer 
Program,  call  (800) 


Hawkins 


Wells  comes  from  FoC, 
Bcgalusa,  La. 

First  Churdv  Gautier; 
welcomed  David  W. 
Aultman  as  Pastor 
January  4.  Aultman  was 
licensed  at  Calvary 
Church,  Hattiesburg 


Big  Level  Church, 
Wig^s,  recently 
called  Laura  and 
Thomas  Butler  (pic¬ 
tured)  as  Ministers 
of  Youth.  David 
Perry  is  pastor. 


Laura  Sc  Thomas  Butler 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  scre«\iglaK  rooim.  (6C 
Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  'Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 


condo.  )anuaiy  &  Febnjary  specials  for 


«id  WWes  May  254une  9, 2(X)4.  BM  and 
MagnUa  SunfonJ  at  (601)  924-1593  for  a 
bodum  describing  16  ecWng  days  rich  in 


Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  llkislratfons  WEDDINClit  PRitEb  PROFESSION- 
to  (Ml )  483-^58  or  cdl  ALSt  TOO  EXPENSIVE?  Let  me  give  you 

FIRST  BAPTIST,  MAYFiaO,  Iffi^TlXXY  is  an  estimate.  Pit  Barnes  (601)  856-7156. 

seeking  foll-time  worsNp  music  ministor.  bami  3420bellsouth.net. _ 

Average  attendance  500f.  Blended  worship  MAJOR  MEDICAL  INSURANCE:  Too 
style  with  worship  team.  Raaltion  will  give  expensivefTo  view  coverage  for  major  Ill- 
leadership  to  graded  music  prognan.  Sixty  nesses  only  andfor  discounted  drugs,  ftrt 


cunendy  has  an  opening  for  a  shg^ 
woman  to  fill  the  position  of  lh«-in  cNId 
care  worker.  The  position  Is  folMima  wNh 
good  salary  and  benefits.  Please  contact 
Peggy  Taylor  at  (601)  922-2242  or  ptay- 


Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information 
call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662) 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone 


church  wfodows,  reworking  and  rspair. 


five  men^  sanctuary  choir,  worship  team,  Barnes  (601)  856-7156,  Mutual  of  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
and  worship  planning.  Send  resume  to  Bob  Omaha.  Email;  bami  3420bellsouth.net.  mIm.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. 

Swift,  pastor.  First  Baptist  Church,  118  W.  AMHia'S - FXSTIST - CIOWINC  MOAJm  SO^  aMMAH  CONSBm^ 

company,  mo  Soufoam  BapRit  Church  lasrchtng  for 


Meridian,  Miss.,  seeking  a  foll-time 
Associate  Fkaior  of  youth  and  education. 
Please  tend  resumas  or  lattais  of  inlateU  to 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  attention 
search  committaa,  6573  IRghway  145 
South,  Maridim,  MS  39301. 


for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 


South  Street  MavfkJd,  KY  42066. _  Christian  long  distance  <  .  .  . 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO.  Widk-in,  3.9Aninute,  no  monthly  feet.  No  codes  or  experienced,  folMima;  studerttleaealfon  pas- 
smoked,  no  pets,  sleeps  six.  1Vm>  bed-  restrictiont,  6  second  billing.  250,000  kxSarfoienenss  to  Otovford  Baptist  Church, 
room,  2  bath,  scenic  view.  DInnortIchBts  for  happy  customen.  Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  3000SunVldtay[>1v%Mofaae,AL366ie. 


QwMian  owned  home  improwmenlt,  vinyl 
tidfog  wfodows,  metal  rc^  patio  omen, 
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SHUTOUT 


SEEKING  PEN  PALS 


Editor:  (BWA).  Hopefully  the  SBC  patently  raise.  Baptists  may 

1  find  it  interesting  that  Executive  Committee  will  not  disa«ee  on  certain  issues 
International  Mission  Board  approve  this  recommendation,  like  the  ordination  of  women 

Rankin  but  it  will  not  surprise  me  if  or  on  methodology,  but  we 

now  criticizes  Keith  Eitel's  they  do.  do  not  disagree  on  essential 

criticism  of  the  Board,  terming  It  seems  that  for  some  time  doctrmes. 

it  "non-biblical  subversive  now  our  national  SBC  leader-  SBC  messengers  should 

behavior"  and  "blatant  disre-  ship  has  been  withdrawing  tel-  prayerfully  ask:  How  \^dll  this 
gard  for  the  truth."  Aren't  lowship  from  more  and  more  decision  impact  global  Gospel 
these  the  same  words  that  Baptists  who  do  not  hold  to  witness?  What  difficulties 
were  thrown  about  between  their  own  narrow  views,  will  this  create  for  missionar- 
fundamentalists  and  moder-  Southern  Baphst  missionaries  ies  that  relate  to  national 
ates  before  the  Rankin-termed  around  the  world  will  be  hard  Baptist  bodies  (conventions)? 
"conservative  resurgence"?  pressed  to  explain  to  national  Do  we  realize  how  much  of 
If  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Baptists  in  the  countries  where  our  witness  to  the  world  will 
Offering  fails  eachyear  to  meet  they  serve  why  Southern  be  harmed  because  we  cannot 
on  its  goafe  and  the  IMB's  budget  Baptists  no  longer  wish  to  fel-  work  together? 

must  be  cut,  maybe  it  is  because  lowship  with  them  through  What  would  Jesus  think 
irian  lifelong  Baptists  like  myself,  BWA.  about  tWs  as  a  response  to  His 

while  still  giving  to  their  local  I  have  personally  experienced  prayer  "that  they  may  all  be 
church  ana  Lottie  Moon,  feel  the  effectiveness  of  the  BWA  in  one"  so  that  the  world  may 
shut  out  of  the  current  leader-  global  mission  when  Southern  believe"  (John  17:21)?  Why 
are  quietly.  Baptists,  because  we  were  should  we  have  to  reinvent  the 
’  >-  Americans,  were  prohibited  wheel  by  establishing  another 
from  entering  certain  countries.  global  Baptist  fellow^ip? 

I  know  personedly  m<my  of  I  plead  with  fellow 
the  Baptist  leaders  from  around  Southern  Baptists  to  keep  our 
the  world  who  are  literally  historic  relationship  with  the 
pleading  with  Southern  BWA  in  place. 

Baptists  not  to  withdraw  from  James  D.  Williams 

the  BWA.  Believe  me,  the  Memphis 

world-wide  influence  and 
effectiveness  of  each  body  will 
be  weakened.  Baptists  in  other 
countries  are  not  "liberal"  sim- 
ity  of  one's  performance  can  be  ply  because  they  are  different 
'  J 'W  '  :  source  and  culturally  from  Southern 

intensity  of  one's  detractors.  If  Baptists.  Missionaries  under- 

■  ■  .  stand  that  "different"  doesn’t 

mean  "wrong"  or  "liberal". 

My  heart  aches  when  I  see 
actions  like  this  within  the  SBC 
1  served  for  27  years  on  the  mis- 

and  prayer  ABORTION  ENDED? 

>e  put  aside 
y  and  con-  Editon 

1  mission  Will  2004  be  the  year  when 
■and  outreach  will  prevail,  abortion  is  ended  in 

resulting  in  continued  relations  Mississippi?  We  are  highly 
between  the  SBC  and  BWA.  committed  to  doing  everything 
O.  Errol  Simmons  possible  for  this  to  be  true.  Here 

Hattiesburg  are  some  of  the  plans: 

•  Pass  two  pieces  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  one  to  protect  the  rights  of 
healthcare  workers  who  do  not 
want  to  participate  in  abor¬ 
tions,  and  the  other  to  gather 
data  on  the  numbers  of  women 
suffering  complications  foUow- 

SUPPORT  BWA  ing  abortion.  We  do  not  believe 

the  level  of  care  provided  in 
Editor.  abortion  clinics  can  stand  up  to 

A  decision  by  the  Southern  careful  scrutiny. 

Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  •  Continue  to  pray,  counsel. 
Executive  Committee  to  rec-  and  witness  at  Jackin’s  abor- 
ommend  that  the  SBC  with-  tion  clinics, 
draw  complete  funding  sup-  •  Start  new  pro-life  groups 

in  other  areas  of  the  state. 

•  Continue  to  promote  fer¬ 
vent,  intentional  prayer  against 

my'" prayer  is  that  conve*rition  abortion, 
messengers  will  vote  it  down  •  Pray  for  and  simport  the 
and  restore  full  support.  possible  new  Crisis  Pregnancy 

Historically,  Southern  Center  across  from  the 
Baptists  have  placed  high  Briarwood  Drive  abortion  clin- 
emphasis  on  tne  absolute  ic  in  Jackson, 
autnority  of  the  Bible,  evan-  •  Please  continue  to  stand 
gelism/ missions,  local  church  with  us! 
autonomy,  the  priesthood  of  Pat  Cartrette,  president 

all  believers,  religious  liberty,  Pro-Life  Mississippi 
and  the  separation  of  churcn  Jackson 
and  state.  We  have  celebrated 

our  "unity  in  diversity"  and  Editor's  note:  Cartrette  can  he 
have  respected  differences  of  reached  at  618  Briarwood  Drive, 
opinion  on  issues  that  were  Suite  D,  Jackson  MS  39211. 
subject  to  interpretation.  Telephone:  (601)  956  8636. 

These  same  kinds  of  Baptists  E-mail:  rtlj&jam.rr.com.  Pro-Life 
make  up  the  member  bodies  Mississippi  was  previously  known 
of  the  BWA.  as  Right  to  Life  of  Jackson. 


Editon 

I  am  writing  this  letter  on 
behalf  of  Chinese  Christians 
who  are  taking  English  in  their  (IMB)  President  Jen 
country  and  who  want 
American  pen  pals.  The 
Natioruil  Fellowship  of  Baptist 
Educators  (NFBE)  is  seeking 
Christian  yotmg  p>eople  who 
wiU  answer  at  &ast  one  letter 
from  Chinese  students  who 
have  written  letters  "to  an 
American  friend."  After  the  first 
exduui^  of  letters,  the  corre- 
^wndence  might  be  continued 
by  e-mail  or  regular  mail.  We 
will  provide  guidelines 
ways  that  students  may  share 
thf^  taifh  and  be  a 
influence  in  a  country  where 
missionary  work  is  restricted. 

This  makes  a  great  project 
for  a  Simday  Saiool  class,  ship  paradigm  and 
Acteen/Challenger  group,  or  givmg  our  money  to  other  mis- 
any  Christian  youth  orgaruza-  sion  groups  where  they  are 
tkm.  Individual  students  may  made  to  feel  like  em  active  part- 
also  participate.  ner  and  not  just  a  contributor. 

To  request  letters  or  for  fur-  George  Luter 
ther  infbrmatitm,  contact  me  at  Jackson 
Samfoid  University,  P.O.  Box 
292305,  Birmingham,  AL  35229. 

Telimhone:  (2«)  822-4106.  E-  CRITICISM  UNDUE 

maik  j-fdutei^jtmo.com.  Give 

the  name,  address,  telephone  Editor: 

number,  and  e-mail  address  (if  It  has  been  said  that  the  qual- 
available)  of  the  group  leader 
to  who  we  may  send  the  letters,  rightly  judg^  by  the 
Tell  the  number  of  letters  need-  intensity  of  one's  dc 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  itKiude 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instaiKes,  name  rpay  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Editor's  note:  Williams  is 
executive  director  of  the  Baptist 
Medical-Dental  Fellowship  in 
Memphis  and  former  president 
of  the  defunct  SBC  Brotherhood 
Commission.  He  has  served  on 
the  BWA  General  Council  and 
on  various  BWA  commissions 
and  committees. 


Please  itKiude  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


seven  fluoug^  nine  and  the  we  can  conclude  that  the  perfor- 
number  from  nades  10-12.  mance  of  Jerty  Rankin  as  presi- 
C^e  the  name  oime  group  that  dent  of  the  Intemanonal 
is  participating  and  if  an  Mission  Board  (IMB)  is  on  the 
American  teacher  would  like  to  right  course  and  the  program  is  sion  Held.  My  he 
correspond  with  a  Chinese  bemg  very  ably  managed.  is  that  politics  wi 

teacher,  let  us  know.  Ctyer  the  past .  -several  and  that  spiritu. 

We'll  lcx)k  forward  to  hear-  months  Rankin  has  been  open-  cern  for  umty  in  global 
ing  from  any  person  or  group  ly  accused  of  being  both  too 
wm  is  interested.  rigid  and  too  comprorrusing.  A 

John  T.  Carter,  Exec.  Dir.  short  time  ago  certain  liberal- 
NFBE,  Birmingham  leaning  editorial  writers,  along 

witii  a  bevy  of  "breakaw^s,'* 
were  lambasting  him.  They 
STAND  ON  WORD  were  accusing  him  of  behaving  Editor's  note:  Simmons  is  an 

'  like  a  modern-day  Attila  the  International  Mission  Board  mis- 

Editon  Hun  for  requiring  missionaries  sionary  emeritus  to  Central  and 

I've  been  flunking  about  flie  to  subscribe  to  the  Bqptist  Faith  Eastern  Europe. 

"great  cloud  of  witnesses"  that  and  Message.  Now  he  is  being 

rave  inspiration  to  the  early  accused  of  Ming  a  present-day 

omreh.  Hiere  have  beoi  many  reincarnation  ot  Neville 

in  our  Baptist  life  like  Roger  Chamberlain  by  some  semi- 

1^511iams,  mlliam  Carey,  Lottie  faulty  and  administrators. 

Moon,  arid  George  Truett.  Rankin  does  not  deserve  the 

However^  my  mind  goes  to  criticism  that  is  being  heaped  on 
our  present  situation  and  I  won-  him.  Our  focus  should  be  on  the 
der  now  we  are  adding  to  this  Great  Commission  instead  of 
doud.  Everyfliing  seems  so  looking  for  someone  to  criticize. 
uiwetflecL  Soto  men  have  to  be  Rankin  is  faced  with  the  respon-  port  for  the  Baptist  World 

in  control  and  have  flie  last  word,  sibility  of  taking  the  Gospel  to  all  Alliance  (BWA)  would  be 

even  to  the  point  that  we  now  people.  He  is  attempting  to  do  tragic.  Should  that  happen, 
have  our  own  "Baptist  Bible."  this  job  in  an  environment  of  con- 

Are  we  concerned  about  stant  criticism,  flie  flacturing  of 

udiether  this  pleases  God,  or  do  the  Cemvention,  and  buaget 

we  just  bow  ro  flie  men  in  con-  shortfalls.  He  deserves  our  sup- 

trol  and  walk  imder  this  bur-  port,  not  our  criticism.  It  is  time 

den?  I  have  been  a  bom-again  we  ^  down  on  our  knees  before 

Christian  in  the  Baptist  church  our  and  repented,  prayed, 
for  (foout  75  years;  never  have  I  and  pried  c»en  our  wallets, 
needed  an  intercessor  between  LCTwara  Lee 

me  and  my  Lord.  Brooklyn 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  corresponderKe  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondertts  should  refrain 
from  personal  Macks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Cctnverfoon  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
ptfipny  individual  will  be  printed 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Disciplined  Worship 

Psalm  95:1-7;  Hebrews  10:19-25 


By  Ken  Anderson _ 

An  old  Saint  was  asked, 
"V^ch  is  more  important,  read¬ 
me  God's  word  or  prayii^?"  To 
which  he  replied,  "Which  is  more 
important  to  a  bird,  the  ri^t 
win^  or  tire  left?"  All  Christian 
disc^lines  are  important.  This 
unit  of  five  lessons  identifies 
areas  of  Christian  disciplines. 

Call  TO  Worship-  Psalm  95:1-  7: 

Here  the  worship  leader  gave 
two  invitatiems  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  worship.  In  response,  tne 
congregation  gave  two  positive 
cemKsuons  otbifix. 

The  First  Inyhaikw  -  verses  1-2: 

The  worship  leader  called  the 
people  to  sing  a  hymn  of  joyful 
praise  to  their  unconquerable 
defender  and  helper,  the^’rock  of 
their  salvation"  (v.  1).  Next,  he 
invited  them  to  proceed  into  the 
presence  of  Goa  with  gratitude 
and  song  (v.  2). 


The  First  Response  - 
VERSES  3-5: 

The  congr^ation 
confessed  that  God  is 
above  all  others  gods  Anderson 
because  He  is  die  creator  of  the 
world.  In  His  power  are  the 
depths  of  the  earth  and  the 
peaks  of  the  mountains  (vs.  3- 
4).  He  alone  made  the  sea  and 
the  land  (v.  5).  No  one  else  can 
make  such  a  claim. 

The  Second  iNvriAncx^  -  verse  6: 

The  worship  leader  called 
the  people  to  enter  worship 
with  specific  postures  of  wor¬ 
ship.  In  homage  they  were  to 
prostrate  themselves  and  then 
to  posture  themselves  in  a 
kneeling  position. 

The  Second  Response  -  verse  7: 

In  verse  three,  the  worshipers 
recognized  God  as  creator;  nere 
their  response  was  more  per¬ 
sonal  -  "Our  God"  and  "the  peo¬ 
ple  of  His  pasture."  They  con¬ 
fessed  confidence  in  God's 


responsibility  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  care  for  diem. 

Corporate  Worship  - 
Hebrews  10:19-25: 

This  -section  of  scrip¬ 
ture  can  be  divided  into 
two  parts.  The  first  part 
encourages  believers  to 
worship  God  in  His 
presence  (vs.  19-22). 
ion  second  part  exhorts 

the  believers  to  be  faithful  in 
corporate  worship  (vs.  23-25). 


fessed  confidence 


God's 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Wise  About  Relationships 


Proverbs  12:18;  28:23;  15:1;  25:15;  12:19;  16:28;  17:9; 

14:17,29;  15:18;  20:3;  16:32;  19:11;  22:24-25;  12:16; 

17:14,19;  26:21;  14:22;  17:17 

By  Ann  Maniscalco  ^  money  (for  kingdom 

/  purposes),  and  how 

"Most  people  are  bowred  tighdy  we  rein  in  our 
by  ^ose  passages  in  Scripture  temgue.  James  shows  dw 
which  they  cannot  imderstand;  tive  power  of  die  tongue 
but  as  for  me,  I  always  noticed  "no  man  can  tame  [it]... 
that  the  passages  in  Scripture  32-8).  These  verses  in 
that  trouble  me  most  are  those  show  die  contrasts  betw 
which  I  do  understand."  and  ungodly  use  <rf  spet 

Mark  IWain  moudied  those  roeech  is  "like  a  piercini 
wennds  many  years  ago,  and  diey  (l2:18)Ait  "stirs  up  wran 
still  hit  home  today.  Just  as  it  "spreads  conflict"  (16:! 
takes  consistent  effort  to  promote  "sroarates  friends"  (1( 
bodily  healdi,  so  must  we  contin-  174).  Convers^,  wist 
ually  strive  to  build  and  maintain  "brings  healing;  (12:18 
healdiy  relaticnishtps.  away  anger"  (15:1),  "| 


Maniscalco 


Choose  Your  Words 
Carefully  (Prov.  12:18;  2823; 
15:1;  25:15;  12:19;  1628;  17:9); 

Here  are  two  easy  tests  to 
reveal  our  commitment  to  Christ 
—  how  easily  we  let  loose  of  our 


32-8).  These  verses  in  Proverbs 
show  die  contrasts  between  wise 
and  ungodly  use  of  speeds  Sudi 
speech  u  "like  a  piercing  sword" 
(i2:18)Ait  "stirs  up  wram"  (15:1), 
"spreads  conflict"  (1628),  and 
"sroarates  friends"  (1628  and 
174).  Conversely,  wise  speech 
"brings  healftig^  (12:18),  turns 
away  anger"  (15:1),  "promotes 
love’'  and  ^'exerts  great 

influence"  (25:15).  Thily,  no  per¬ 
son  can  tame  the  tongue,  but  God 
can,  as  He  indwells  and  controls 
diebdiever. 

CULTTVATB  PATIENCE  (PROV. 


Worship  in  His  Presence  - 
vs.  19-22: 

The  author  encourag^  his 
readers  widi  three  truths.  lW,die 
eflectiveness  of  Christ's  sacrifice 
(hy  the  blood)  provides  believers 
with  confidence  or  hope  to  enter 
into  God's  presence  (the  hdkst)  (v. 
19).  This  does  not  mean  that  one 
can  crash  into  the  presence  of  God 
in  a  frivolous  maimei:  It  means 
believers  are  endowed  widi  a  free¬ 
dom  of  entrance  into  the  sacred 
presence  of  God.  Second,  believers 
are  empowered  to  walk  in  a  "new 
and  living  way"  (vs.  20).  Third, 
beUevers  rave  Jesus  as  tneir  great 
Ifi^Prwst  "Over  the  house  OT  the 
Lord"  has  been  interpreted  to 
mean  file  Christian  community, 
file  church,  or  heaven  (v.  21).  All  of 

1427,29;  15:18;  20:3; 
16:32;  19:11): 

A  patient  Christian 
honors  the  Lord;  the 
"quick-tempered"  one 
(14:17)  can  do  irrepara¬ 
ble  damage  to  the  cause 
of  Christ.  The  one  who 
blows  up  easily  is  said 
to  "act  foolishly"  (vs. 
17)  and  "promote  fool- 
ishness"  fvs.  29).  The 
patient  person,  however,  is 
describea  as  one  who  "shows 
great  understanding"  (vs.  29). 
The  hot-tempered  person  "stirs 
up  conflict"^  while  the  patient 
one  "calms  strife"  (5:18)  and 
"seeks  to  resolve  a  dispute" 
(20:3).  Jesus,  in  the  section  of 
^ripture  known  as  the 
Beatitudes,  reveals  how  He  val¬ 
ues  those  who  seek  peace: 
"Blessed  are  the  peaceinakers. 
He  said,  for  they  will  be  called 
Sons  of  God"  (Matt.  5:9  NTV). 

He  who  exercises  patience  is 
a  person  of  great  strength. 
God's  word  describes  patience 
as  "better  tfian  power,  and  the 
one  who  controls  his  temper  is 
said  to  be  superior  to  he  who 


this  is  accom{dished  by  Christ’s 
atoning  work  on  the  ocas;  and 
therefore  demands  a  positive 
reKXXwe  of  "drawing  nev'  finm 
bdoevers.  The  author  listed  four 
elemenis  involved  in  a  "drawing 
near"toGod.  Hist, file woishqiers 
must  have  a  pure  or  sincere  heart 
without  hypocrisy.  Second,  they 
are  to  have  'Tull  assurance"  or  oon- 
fidaxs  in  Christ's  sacrifice  and 
atonement  for  sin.  Third,  an  inter¬ 
nal  deansing  of  Christ's  Ifiood  has 
cleansed  the  bdiever's  heart  with 
no  lingering  accusations  of  unfor- 
mven  sia  Fourth,  fire  outward 
deansing  is  a  symbd  of  fiie  inters 
nal  dearaing  (v.  22). 

Worship  Together  - 19, 23-25: 

The  aufiior  exhorts  his  readers 
not  to  waver  or  abandon  the 
Qvistian  walk  but  to  "hold  fast," 
to  persevere.  They  can  trust 
Goa's  promise  (v.  23).  To  fiiis  end, 
fi>ey  have  an  obligaticm  to  sup¬ 
port  each  other  by  mutual 
encouragement  that  promotes 
love  and  works  (v.  24). 

Assembling  together  for  worship 
is  essential  to  stimulate  love  and 
good  works.  Some  were  giving 
up  file  disdpline  of  corporate 
worship  (v.  25). 

Insights  from  the  texts: 

"capturjesj  a  dty"  (16:32). 

A  wise  person's  insist  gives 
him  patience,  allowing  him  to 
"overlook  an  offense"  a9:ll).He 
kivrws  God  is  in  control  (Romaiis 
828).  Jesus  is  our  example.  When 
he  faced  his  perseoitors  at 
Golgotha,  "he  did  not  retaliate; 
when  he  suflered,  he  made  no 
threats.  Instead,  he  entrusted 
himself  to  him  who  judges  just¬ 
ly"  (1  Peter  223  NIV). 

Consider  >  Consequences 
(Prov.  2224-25;  12:16;  17:14,19; 
2621^1422;  17:17): 

We  are  coriuxumded  not  to 
"make  friends  with  an  angry 
man,"  or  even  to  spend  time 
with  such  a  person.  Why? 
"Because  of  the  consequences 
you  will  learn  his  ways...  " 
(24:22-25).  It's  a  challenge  to 
keep  our  moral  values  mtact 
if  most  of  our  time  is  spent 
with  those  *  who  exhibit 
imeodly  lifestyles. 

Consequences  —  the  old 
adage,  "Lo(A  before  you  leap, " 
is  a  secular  way  of  suiiuning  up 
fids  sections  verses.  When  Irri¬ 
tated  by  a  person  or  a  situation. 


Yionhip  is  a  response:  In  botii 
focal  passages,  worshipers  rec¬ 
ognize  the  worth  of  God. 

In  Psalms,  file  worshipers  rec¬ 
ognized  God  as  creator  and  sh^ 
him.  In  Hdnews,  Christ  is  me 
great  High  Priest  and  file 
provider  of  a  new  and  living 
way.  Worship  is  a  heartfelt 
response  to  file  siqneme  worfii  of 
God  as  he  really  is. 

Worshm  is  a  verb:  Psalm  95  is 
an  excellent  reminder  that  a 
true  worshiper  is  a  participant, 
not  an  observer. 

Worship  is  a  ministty:  The 
aufiior  of  Hebrews  encouraged 
believers  to  "consider  one  anofii- 
er."  Rowland  Forman  wrote,  '1 
ask  not  "What  will  meet  my 
need?'  but  "What  kind  of  worship 
does  God  delict  in?*  and  "How 
can  I  best  serve  and  bless  thepeo- 
ple  around  me?'"  (Moody,  July- 
August  2002,  p.  30). 

Worship  is  a  discipline: 
Wor^p  cannot  be  switchra  on 
at  the  call  to  worship  on 
Sunday.  Worship  requues  a 
disciplined  life  lone  before 
worsnip  starts.  It  includes  the 
disdplme  of  private  worship, 
worsnip  at  home,  at  work  etc. 

Anderson  is  pastor  emeritus  of 
First  Church,  Saltillo. 

the  sensible  man  (the  one  who 
follows  the  ways  of  wisdom) 
will  not  let  his  emotions  get  the 
best  of  him,  whereas  the  foolish 
person  lets  his  displeasure  be 
quickly  known  (12:16). 

As  believers,  we  should 
beware  of  the  consequences  of 
our  reactions  to  frustrating  situa¬ 
tions.  Just  as  wood  ptoviaea  fuel 
for  a  fire,  so  "a  quarrelsome 
man"  (vs.  2621)  i^tes  strife. 
Ihfe  peraon  seems  bait  on  start¬ 
ing  conflicts  (17:14)  and  offend¬ 
ing  ofiiers  (1/:19)  nis  evil  plans 
lead  him  astray  (1422).  In  con¬ 
trast,  the  wise  mans  actions  h^ 
assuage  disputes  (17:14);  his 
good  plans  bring  about  "loyalty 
and  fiufiifulneas^ (1422).  Hevfiio 
stirs  trouble  brings  disooid 
and  division;  the  one  who  "pur- 
sue[8]  the  things  fiiat  make  for 
peace..."  (Romans  14:19  NIQV) 
promotes  unity.  As  Paul  taum 
me  Galatians,  a  man  reaps  wnat 
he  sows  (GaL  6:7  NINO,  m  your 
personal  life  and  dmim  lebaon- 
sh^,  what  are  you  sowing? 

Maniscalco  is  member  of  First 
Chaaxh,  Ocean  Springs. 


TRAGIC  LIFE  —  Shobha  sits 
in  a  doorway  at  the  erxl  of  a 
grimy  lane  with  her  four-year-old 
dau^ter  Aiesha,  as  a  potmtial 
client  walks  by.  Sometimes 
Shobha  "entertains"  one  man  a 
day,  sometimes  five  or  rTX)re.  The 
going  rate  is  30-50  rupees  per 
visit,  about  $1 .  (BP,  photo) 


Shobha 


tiOTi  that  goes  Sack  as  long  as  anyone  can  pastors  don't  want  to  be  seen  with  prosti- 
lemember.  What  about  her  infont  daug^-  tutes.  Congregations  don't  want  them 
ter?  ^11  she  continue  the  generational  showing  up  in  church  on  Simday. 
pattern  when  her  time  comesr  When  scandalized  church  folks  question 

"Yes,"  Tlrui  answers  wi^  chilling  mat-  Joy  about  his  ministry,  he  answers  with  a 
ter-of-fectness.  'It's  her  fate."  question:  "Didn't  Jesus  do  this?"  When 

Sunita,  a  veteran  prostitute  from  the  prostitutes  ask,  "Why  do  you  help  us?"  he 
neighboring  state  of  rajasthan,  also  was  tells  them  what  God  has  done  for  him. 
pitied  into  tfie  trade  by  her  family  but  Joy  can  deal  witti  reposition.  Years  ago 
she  has  higher  hopes  for  her  children:  he  was  jailed  for  criticizing  bidira  Gandhi, 
education,  maybe  a  sliver  of  land  for  them  India's  late  prime  minister.  In  his  jail  cell,  he 
to  live  (Ml  if  she  can  save  enough  money.  recounts,  '1  found  tiie  living  Christ."  Grace,  a 

"What  I  have  done,  I  have  done,  but  widely  respected  community  leader,  ran  for 
my  children  should  not  come  here,"  she  mayor  of  Allahabad  a  few  years  ago  (she 
says,  staring  out  the  window  of  her  lost,  but  garnered  thousands  of  votes  in  a 
madam's  upstairs  room.  surorisingly  strong  race). 

Sunita  would  leave  if  she-could,  but  Needy  people  of  all  kinds  —  especial- 
Drostitution  provides  what  little  accep-  Iv  women  and  children  —  find  shelter 


Sometimes  ^obha  "entertains"  one 
man  a  day,  sometimes  five,  sometimes 
more.  The  going  rate  is  30-50  rupees  per 
visit,  about  $1.  A  healtiiy  percentage  of  her 
income  goes  to  the  local  madam  and  other 
assortecTpimps  and  middlemen. 

came  to  Allahabad's  red-light  dis¬ 
trict  ei^t  years  ago,  Shobha  says,  because 
her  family  was  p<x)r  and  she  was  hungry. 
She  doesn't  say  whether  her  father  puuied 
her  or  sold  her  into  the  flesh  trade.  Such 
transacticMis  are  common  for  rural  families 
in  Uttar  I^adesh,  India's  most  crowded 
state  and  one  of  its  p<x)rest. 

Selling  their  daughters 
Village  parents  often  sell  a  yoimg 
daughter  outright  to  sex  traffickers,  who 
can  make  a  tidy  profit  by  sellii^  her  in  turn 
to  urban  piotms  and  brotivels.  You  can  buy 
a  village  girl  in  Nepal  for  10,000  rypees  (lit-  ■ 
tie  more  uum  $200)  and  sell  her  in  Delhi  for ' 
up  to  60,000  (nearly  $1,300),  "depending  on 
her  color,  texture,  and  size,  says  an 
observer  of  tiw  trade. 

Sometimes,  he  adds,  parents  "mortgage" 
a  daughter  for  a  contracted  pericxl  —  usu¬ 
ally  several  years.  By  the  time  they  save  the 
money  to  redeem  iter  (if  that  time  ever 
comes),  "she  has  suffered  a  lot." 

Shobha  hopes  her  own  daughter,  who^- 
lives  in  her  home  village  with  relatives/^ 
can  escape  the  life  she  has  led.  As  fiw. 
herself,  she  says,  "I  have  no  hop#.  Ihave^ 
oi\W  this  place."  ^ 

»obha  claims  to  be  over  30,  and  Icx^ 
it.  More  tiun  1,100  reportedly  wdrk  in 
Allahabad's  main  red-li^t  area,  and  often 
say  they're  older  tiran  tl^  really  are. 
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Have' fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  Is  substituted  throughout 
'^thf  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  23:44 


•  OFFERfMC  QR^CE  —  6race  Zaldi  (right),  a  Christian  community  leader  in  nolth 
India,  talk^  to  e^’^rostitute  about  ways  to  get  out  of  the  sex  trade.  Grace  and  her  hus¬ 
band  joy  work  to  convince  women  to  leave  the  centuries-old  caste  tradition  of  sexual 
slavery  among  poorer  families.  (BP  photo) 
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